THE YEAR IN REVIEW
By any measure 2006 has been a hectic and successful year for Notre
Dame with many important developments that will impact for many
years on the character and standing of The University of Notre Dame
Austral ia. Highlights of the year were:
& Dr Peter Tannock

•

The opening of our Campus in Sydney - We commenced classes

in February 2006 with nearly 500 foundation students in Arts,
Business, Education, Law, Nursing, and Ph ilosophy and Theology.
We were very pleasantly surprised by the initial demand for
admission, and the quality and diversity of the student body. We are
also delighted with the excellent foundation staff group that we
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were able to attract. It auguvs very well for the future of our
University in Sydney. The Broadway site was opened by the Prime
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Minister, the Hon John Howard, early in March in a very moving
ceremony. We are thrilled with the performance of the Sydney
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Campus in its first year, and w ith the very high level of demand for
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admission into our second year program. We expect Sydney to have
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an enrolment of about 1200 students in 2007.
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The Fremantle Campus has also had a 'boom' year. Enrolments into
all our courses surged (up 12 % on 2005), and there was an
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accompanying growth in the quality of the intake. We feel that the
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Fremantle Campus has established its roots quite firmly in the
Western Australian community, and that it is competing as a

• Education ...... .. ... . ............ 15

strong alternative to the established public universities in all the
• Health Sciences .... . . . .. . . .. . . .... 16

areas of specialisation which we have chosen as the prime focus of
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our activities.
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We have continued with the physical development of the beautiful
buildings that we have acquired in the West End of Fremantle. Two
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notable additions this year were the new School of Nursing Building
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(opened in July by the Minister for Education, Science and Training,
the Hon Julie Bishop), and the Fremantle Hotel Building. The latter
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is a building full of character, which will do much to underpin the
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special nature of Notre Dame as a physical entity in t he years to
come. We have now received approval from the City of Fremantle
and have finalised the plans for the development of a new Health
Sciences Research building on our car pa rk site in Ph illimore Street.
A beautiful building has been designed by our much valued
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Sunset on Liveringa Station
Medical student, Jonathon Chambers on
horseback. Photograph courtesy ofDan James.

architects Marcus Collins and Associates, and we anticipate its
completion within twelve months.
•

We commenced work on the largest single building project in the
history of the University on our Darlinghurst site. This complex,
which is being constructed at a cost of $21 m, will provide state-ofthe-art education and training facilities for our Schools of Medicine
and Nursing in Sydney. It should be completed by the end of 2007.

•

The University undertook maj or curriculum and planning exercises
of each of its Campuses to improve the quality of its courses and
their relevance and attractiveness to prospective students.
Accompanying this were major accreditation assessments by such
bodies as the Australian Medical Council, the New South Wales
Nurses Board, the Australian Physiotherapy Council, the Legal
Practice Board of New South Wales, the Institute of Chartered
Accountants in Australi a and CPA Australia .
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Celebrating the Blessing and Opening of the Fremantle Hotel building
Sister Anna Fewer, Sister Angela Basile, Sister Clare Sciesinski, Sister Alexandra Smolinski, Sr Mary Kiely, Sister Leonie O'Brien rsm.

The formal recognition which we have received from all these
National and State accrediting bodies is very important to the

are competitive, and that we are positioned, as far as possible, to attract
the best quality students into our courses. The latter does not refer simply

standing and quality of our courses .

to tertiary entrance ranking and the like. It is a much broader concept.

We have entered into major agreements with a wide range of
professional training bodies and other universities relating to our
courses and the qualifications we wi ll offer our students. For
example, in Sydney, St Vincent's and the Mater Hospital, one of the
best in Australia, has entered into formal agreements with us in
relation to the training of nurses and doctors. The St John of God
Health Care System has extended its partnership relationship with us
in Western Australia to its country hospitals in Victoria. The University
of Technology Sydney has entered into a forma l arrangement with us
for the biomedical science training of ou r medical students,
comparable to that to the agreement which we already have with
Curtin University in Western Austral ia. We have entered int o a
partnership with The University of Western Australia, wh ich covers
the clinical tra ining of medical students in Western Australia.

•

Another significant advance for the University in 2006 was the decision
by the Minister for Education, Science and Training, the Hon Julie
Bishop, to allocate 210 Commencing Commonwealth Support Places
in our courses in Teaching, Nursing, and Medicine on the Fremantle
and Sydney campuses. This is a major contribution by Commonwealth

We want to continue to attract to Notre Dame students, who are
academically able, highly motivated, committed to making a major
contribution for the good in the world into which they will graduate sympathetic to, and supportive of, the Objects of Notre Dame as a
Catholic university. Th is is a challenge !
We also have subst antial financial challenges facing us. The most
significant of these is to undertake the capital development of the
University, especially in Sydney, which is so necessary for us to be able to
grow and achieve a critical mass in both quality and overall student
numbers. Raising the money for the acquisition of land and buildings is
our number one financial challenge. We are hoping to meet this partly
by attracting major benefactors to the University, people who wi ll identify
with our Objects, and get behind us financia lly, so that we can expand
and build ou rselves as a unique high quality Australian Catholic
university. Especially important in th is regard will be the community in
Sydney. As the only sign ificant provider of higher education in the vast
Kimberley region we have the challenge of developing our Broome
Campus to a further stage. We want to make it a centre for Indigenous
research, a place that serves the burgeon ing population of the Kimberley
Region, and brings Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal people together in a

to the viability and development of Notre Dame in both Western and
eastern Australia. We are very grateful that the Commonwealth has

spirit of reconciliation.

seen fit to make such a substantial investment in us.

On behalf of the University's Board, I would like to offer my heartfelt
thanks to our many supporters and benefactors this year, who have

Challenges for 2007 and beyond
The challenges for 2007 and beyond are substantial. All universities, of
course, face these sorts of problems. We are no exception. However, the
rate of development of Notre Dame, and the particular pressures
associated with developing a new campus so far from the established
ones in Fremantle and Broome, give added sharpness to the questions
we must answer in order t o progress.
The prime challenge we face, of course, in an extremely competitive
higher education market, is to maintain and, indeed, improve our quality
and our attractiveness to prospective students. We must ensure that we

made it a memorable period for us. I would also like to thank especially
our staff, who are such selfless and deeply committed contributors to the
idea of Notre Dame and its mission in Australia. I am very aware of how
fortunate we are to have such remarkable team. I wish all of our
subscribers a very happy Christmas.

CAP ITAL DEVE LOPME NTS
Major capital development activity is taking place in both Fremantle
and Sydney.

Fremantle
The latest 're-cycling' project, the Fremantle Hotel, was blessed and officially
opened on Friday 20 October.
•

Executive Dean, College of Nursing,
Professor Margot Kearns

A Personal Reflection
My f irst introduction to Notre Dame was early in 2005 when
I got the call to come and discuss the prospect of developing
the science program in a new Bachelor of Nursing
curriculum. I was given directions that led to a derelict
schoolhouse in the back streets of inner-city Glebe. After
wandering through a building that consisted of bedrooms
decorated with religious ornaments I realised I may have
been in the wrong spot. Sneaking out unseen, I went to
another building that was mostly unoccupied. Here I met
Peter Glasson, the Director, and Barbara Newman, the
nursing team. During the meeting I heard of plans to
establish a new university in Sydney in 2006. Sure, I had only
seen two people, and no campus. I left a 'doubting Thomas'.
How could they start a new university? On returning to the
comfort of my alma mater, a venerable sandstone institution,
I did some research on Notre Dame. It did seem like a real
university but .....

Governor and Trustee, Monsignor Michael Keating was the celebrant for this
important event. Donors and staff gat hered together for the blessing and
later enjoyed some 'Notre Dame hospitality' in the hotel's historic bars.
Work is scheduled to commence on the new Health Sciences Research
bui lding. Th is new facility will not only be a valuable addition for Health
Sciences and research, it will also assist with the general teaching capacity of
the Campus. It has been largely funded by a grant from the Commonwealth
government.

A couple of months passed before the next call. This time I
was directed to another derelict school, St Benedict's on
Broadway. The job description had changed - dramatically to Dean of Nursing. I met with the Vice Chancellor, Peter
Tannock and he revealed the Notre Dame story and vision.
The VC's passion for this venture was contagious and from
here on I couldn't stop th inking about the excitement of
being part of a foundation team and the daunting challenges
it would bring. To write a new nursing cu rriculum and to seek
accreditation with the Nurses and Midwives Board of NSW in
itself is an enormous task. But to also convince the Board
that a building site would be transformed into a quality
tertiary institution and to find clinical partners for student
placements, all in a six month turn-around, was a tall order.
Luckily Dr Lyn Raymond also took the leap of faith and with
much help from Fremant le we started the crusade.
18 months on from that first meeting in Glebe, that derelict
Broadway school site is a bea utiful campus. I am about to
move into my fourth office and next year wil l move into
another transformed, former school site at Darlinghurst. The
55 fou ndation nursing students have completed their first
year of study. Our plan for 2007 is an intake of 120 additional
nursing students. The Notre Dame School of Nursing is
already making its mark in the Sydney healthcare market
through student placements at major Sydney hospitals.
Someone was looking after us, perhaps St Jude, St Benedict,
Our Lady? Along with the Notre Dame energy, commitment
and determination the vision became a reality.
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& Installing new insulation in the ceiling of St Teresa's Library.

The further development of St Teresa's Library has received approval from the
Board. Funds raised through the Annual Appeal over the last two years have
contributed to ensuring this up-grade is possible. The Library was developed
in the mid 1990's, when the student population was quite small. It is now a
priority that it is brought up to a standard to support students adequately. A
new ceiling, new air-conditioning/heating and new lighting will be installed.
The up-grading is planned to be fin ished by the start of the new academic
year in 2007.
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FUNDRAISING
Sydney
The development of the Darlinghurst site continues. One significant project has been the restoration of
the historic Sacred Heart Church which is being restored to its 1912 architectural heritage.
In August the Church's 65 tonne Mosaic of Christ was moved as part of restoring the Church to its
original dimensions. Extensive planning was undertaken in preparation for this move, including advice
from conservation architects, heritage architects and engineering consultants.
When ful ly restored, Sacred Heart will be a beautiful church. A rejuvenated crypt wi ll include quality
parish facilities for the priest and his secretary, including offices, kitchen and a large meeting room. The
Parish will have private access to the Church.

Both Fremantle and Sydney Campuses
have
launched
new fundraising
initiatives this year.

Fremantle
The Vice Chancellor, Dr Peter Tannock
announced at the Blessing and the
Official Opening of the Fremantle Hotel
building the fundraising priority for 2007
- a new purpose built Health Recreation
and Sports Centre. A fundraising target
of $2.5 million has been set and funds
will be sought from the Commonwealth
Government. Additionally, funds raised
from the University's 2007 Annual
Appeal will support the new centre.
A bequest from the late Mr Michael
Barron is the first donation received that
wil l support the Health Recreation and
Sports Centre campaign .

.&. Mrs Barrdh handing over the donation from her

late husband's estate to Vice Chancellor,
Dr Peter Tannock.

Sydney
The first of two functions for the year
was held in October in the form of a
dinner· in St Benedict's Hall. The dinner
was hosted by His Eminence Cardinal
Pell and the Vice Chancellor. They were
joined by potential donors and a number
of Sydney Governors as well as senior
Sydney staff.
In November a cocktail function was held
and, again, it was hosted by His Eminence
and the Vice Chancellor. Guests included
donors and parents of current students.
Both events were occasions to share the
proposed developments for Sydney with
the Notre Dame community and to seek
their support in this exciting phase for the
University. (See page 10 for a full report.)
& Sacred Heart Church - Moving the Mosaic.
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BROOME HOSTS INTERNATIONAL SPEAKERS
In September more than 400 of the Broome

The

community attended lectures by Kimberley

environmentalist Dr David Suzuki drew a large

visit

of

prominent

scientist

and

Stolen Generation Aboriginal Corporation's

crowd to Graduation Square. On his final tour

Raelene Councillor, Rev Professor Frank Brennan

of Australia Dr Suzuki recounted his life from

sj and acclaimed geneticist Dr David Suzuki.

growing up in Canada during World War II, to

Raelene had recently returned from

an

international conference of Indigenous Peoples
in Canada and her presentation entitled

protecting conservation in Canada and Brazil.
Dr Suzuki used his diverse life experiences to
emphasise the importance of protecting the
natural environment.

Through the Eyes of the Rainbow Serpent
recounted her experiences in Canada and also

The night ended with a book signing by

working for the Kimberley Stolen Generation,

Dr Suzuki al lowing the audience a chance to

which helps to reunite Stolen Generation people.
Professor Frank Brennan

s;

continued the

have a souvenir of the event and a quick
conversation with him.

& Dr David Suzuki

reconciliation conversation wit h a presentation
entitled Sharing Country. The

insightful

discussion broached many issues including Native
Title and the 20 year anniversary in September
of Pope John Paul ll's visit to Alice Springs.
Professor Brennan was a guest at t he Campus
for two weeks and the lect ure was the
highlight of his 13 day visit to the Kimberley.
"It was a highlight of our year here on the
Broome Campus for us to welcome Raelene
Councillor and Frank Brennan who make such
an effective contribution to the mission of
reconciliation in our country," sa id Broome

•

Rev Professor Frank Brennan sj

& Raelene Councillor

Deputy Vice Chancellor Sr Sonia Wagner sgs.

GARDEN HELPS TO HEAL
Broome students assisted in a project to beautify the grounds of the Kimberley Stolen Generation
Aboriginal Corporation in a gesture of practical reconcil iation.
Led by Theology co-ordinator, Sr Camel Posa

sgs,

the students planted trees native to the

Kimberley as part of one of their Theology units entitled The Spintual1ty and Challenge

of Reconci/iat1on.
The subject is part of the University's core curriculum and aims to give students an experience in
understanding the issue of reconciliation as a whole, both locally and globally.
Sr Carmel said Kimberley Stolen Generation Aboriginal Corporation's, Raelene Councillor, had
mentioned the organisation's Garden of Healing during a recent lecture on Campus.
"The students expressed a desire to be involved with the development of this garden, "
Sr Carmel said.
With the aid of generous donations from Notre Dame, its staff and a local nursery, the class planted
the trees at the Corporation under t he direction of groundskeeper David Howard.
"Despite the hot conditions and some stubborn soi l all the trees were planted.
Now we have a garden of healing and the students are keen to see it grow and develop,"
Sr Carmel said.
~

Jayne Pilmer and Janelle Ruecroft planting t rees at the Kimberley Stolen Generation Aboriginal Corporation grounds.
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EXPRESSIONS OF SOLIDARITY AND HOPE DURING SOCIAL JUSTICE LAUNCH
Bishop Saunders said the document offered a
platform to re-evaluate ourselves as a Church
and as a nation.
"It is an expression of solidarity and continuing
hope for the aspirations and

rights of

Australia's first peoples," he said.
Staff and students also spoke. Aboriginal
Studies co-ordinator Associate Professor Lyn
Rodriquez said the statement was an open and
honest explanation as to what was happening
to the heart of the country. Tertiary Enabling
Program co-ordinator, Br Shane Wood cfc
believed the statement was an honest appraisa l
of progress made on the issues that were seen
as needing action 20 years ago in both the
Church and the nation as a whole.
"It also provides some suggestions for what is
still left to be attempted and achieved in the
journey towards reconciliation in Australia
•

Sr Sonia W agner sgs, Deputy Vice Chancellor Broome and Bishop Christopher Saunders listening to Magdalene Aragu
during the 2006 Social Justice Statement launch .

today, " he said.
Broome

students,

Tony

Delaney

and

More than 50 people converged on the

The document entitled The Heart of Our

Magdalene Aragu also endorsed the Social

Broome Campus Graduation Square to hear

Country, Dignity and Justice for our Indigenous

Justice Statement during their speeches and

Rev

Sisters and Brothers reflected on Pope John

Yawuru

Christopher Saunders, launch the Aust ralian

Paul ll's address to Aborigina l and Torres Strait

emotional account of her meeting with Pope

Bishops' Social Justice Statement.

Islanders during his visit to Alice Springs in 1986.

John Paul II in Alice Springs 20 years ago.

the

Bishop

of

Broome,

the

Most

elder Cissy Djaigween gave an

TUG OF WAR ON THE SHORES OF ROEBUCK BAY
The Broome Campus was crowned Tug of War champions for the first time
during the town's 36th annual Shinju Matsuri Dragon Boat Races .
The team of staff and students, known as the Hunchbacks, won the
traditional precursor to the Dragon Boat event convincingly, finishing the
competition undefeated.
The team carried their good form onto the picturesque waters of Roebuck Bay
and in another Campus first, blitzed an experienced field to win heat one of the
boat races .
They narrowly lost heat two to the local surf lifesaving club and w ith one round to
go the Hunchbacks sat equal top of the standings, but missed out on a berth in
the fi nal by finishing third in the semi final behind yet another surf lifesaving club .
Translated, Shinj u Matsuri, means Festival of the Pearl and the Dragon Boat
Races traditionally herald the end of the ten day celebration which original ly
marked the close of the pearling season in Broome. Today it allows the
community to celebrate its unique cultural diversity and in 2006 it gave the
Hunchbacks an extra reason to celebrate.

Notre Dame enjoyed success both on and off the water during th e Dragon Boat races.

•
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RURA L MEDICAL EDUCATION STRENGTHENED IN WA
The future of rural medical education was at t he heart of a

The UWA Rural Clinical School was set up in 2002 with its headquarters

memorandum of understanding (MOU) signed by The University of

in Kalgoorl ie and sites in Geraldton, Broome and Port Hedland. Starting

Western Australia and Notre Dame in August this year. The MOU initiates

w ith a pilot group of seven students, it now has 37 students and

a new partnersh ip in delivering rural medical education and will combine

academic and administrative staff in the eight sites. Over 90 st udents

expertise and resources from both Universities to support rural cli nical

have completed their year of study in the bush.

training for Western Australian medical students t hrough the formation
of the joint UWA - Notre Dame Rural Clinica l School. The pooling of
expertise and resources between two medical schools is a national first.
Funding for this important venture has been provided by the
Commonwealth Department of Health and Ageing through its 'Regional
Healt h Strategy'.

25 percent of students in t hird year from the Fremantle Campus and fifth
year from UWA will enrol in the Rural Clinical School (RCS) for the ent ire
2007 academic year. For that year they will be located in the current RCS
sites in Albany, Broome (including Derby/Kununurra), Esperance,
Geraldton, Kalgoorlie, Karrat ha, and Port Hedland, and in two new sites
to be opened in Sunbury and Narrogin. There will be a common

"This far sighted strategy has provided fund ing to universities for the

curricul um for all students delivered by local academic staff and through

establishment of rural clinica l schools on a national basis that w ill secure

web-based applicat ions.

a rural education and t rain ing network, and increase the availability and
viability of rura l health services in the long term," UWA Vice-Chancel lor,
Professor Alan Robson said.

Research has shown that students located in a Rural Clin ical School for
one year of their course do equally as well, if not better, than their fellow
students who remained in the metropolitan area. There is also ea rly

"At Notre Dame we aim to provide our students with excellent rural

strong evidence t hat they are returning to complete their postgraduate

experiences, in t he hope that t hese experiences will encourage our

studies in the bush.

graduates to practise in areas of unmet need. The UWA - Notre Dame
Rural Clin ical School wil l assist us greatly in achieving th is outcome," Vice
Chancellor, Dr Peter Tannock said.

A

At the official sig ning
Deputy Director of The Rural Clinical School of WA, Professor Geoff Riley; Dean of the School of Medicine Fremantle, Professor Adrian Bower; Vice Chancellor, Dr Peter Tannock;

UWA Vice-Chancellor, Professor Alan Robson and UWA Dean, Facul ty of Medicine, Dentistry, Health Sciences, Professor Ian Puddey.
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FREMANTLE
FREMAN TLE HOTEL BUILD ING
Under the direction of the University's Architect, Marcus Collins,
together with builder W. Fairweather and Sons, the Fremantle

I

CAMPUS

STUDENTS BENEFIT FROM HONG KONG AND
AUSTRA LI AN GOVERNMENT PARTNERSHIP
The Minister explained that this was

Hotel has undergone a major refurbishment.

the first time that the Department of

The Chancellery is on the ground floor and houses the Michael
Keating Room, named after Monsignor Michael Keating, a

Education, Science and Training have
partnered with a private company in

Founding Trustee and Governor of the University, and one of its
major benefactors. Th is is the University's premier meeting room.

such a philanthropic exercise.

The John Paul II Room, another meeting room, is named after

through education which wi ll benefit

the late Pope John Paul II, the 'Founding Pope' of the University.

students immensely," said Ms Bishop.

"It is an opportunity to build close links

The two bars, Public and Saloon, have been named Fairweathers
after the University's builder and benefactor, Bill Fairweather.
They have been touched light ly by t he architect. Other than
paint, carpet, air-conditioning, new lights and a general tidy up,
very little has been done to the original fabric. The most obvious
change in the bar area is the installation of a lift, to service the
th ree floors and provide disabled access to the entire building.
Fairweathers will serve as a funct ion area for the University.
The School of Business is on the first and second floors and the
Cha ncellors' Room, another meeting room, is on the first floor.

"We want to promote opportunities
for people to study overseas which we
A Senior Deputy Vice Chancellor, Professor Geoff
Kiel, Mr HL Kam, the Hon Jul ie Bishop MP and
scholarship recipient, Esther Seow.

"This is the first event that we have
held

in

Western

Australia.

The

Students studying at the Fremantle

Endeavour Australia Cheung Kong

Campus will have the opportunity to

Scholarship Program is a unique

study in Asia and forge closer t ies with

public-private partnership in Australia

the region thanks to a joint scholarship

and experienced a highly successful

between Hong Kong's Cheung Kong

inaugural round in 2005. It wi ll

Group and the Australian Government.

support the participation of nearly

At a presentation held on Monday 18
September
Western

at The
Austra lia,

University
the

of

Federal

1,000

students

in

educational

exchange opportunities over five
years," Mr Kam said.

M inister for Education, Science and

Notre Dame has partnered with La Salle

Training, the Hon Julie Bishop MP

College of the Arts in Singapore. The

Kong

first scholarship recipient, Esther Seow

Infrastructure Holdings Ltd Group

is currently attending the Fremantle

Managing Director Mr HL Ka m spoke

Campus studying in the School of

along

•

believe will give life-long rewards.

with

Cheung

of the opportunities that the public-

Arts. Planning is underway for a

private partnersh ip offered t o students

student to travel t o La Salle in 2007.

attending Australian universities.

Bill and Peter Fairweather

STUDY ABROAD STUDENT INTERNSHIP AT THE OFFICE OF THE AMERICAN CONSULATE GENERAL
University of Notre Dame (ND), Indiana, Study

Austra lia and the United States, in particular,

Jordan said he will miss the relaxed, Australian

Abroad student , Jordan Runge, made the most

enriched the Consulate General's outreach

lifestyle and wishes someday to return to WA.

of his trip to Western Australia

efforts and gave us valuable insights into the

(WA) by

spending second semester at the Fremantle
Campus and also completing a three and half
month internshi p with t he US Consulate
General.

Jordan is returning to ND to complete the final
year of undergraduate studies in his chosen
majors of Political Science and Peace Studies.

Jordan worked with Economic Assista nt, Ms
Gina Soos, completing research projects and
drafting reports on key issues for Washington.
Consul General Ms Robin McClellan pra ised
Jorda n's

wider WA community," she said.

contributions

to

th e Consulate

General, and his initiative in seeking out t he
internsh ip opportunity.
" Jordan's research on issues affecting t he
indi genous communiti es of both Western

"I'm very grateful to have had the opportunity
to work with the Consulate and to see how a
diplomatic office runs," Jordan said.
"I really enjoyed the nature of my work with
Gina and all the other staff members, and I feel
this experience has allowed me to learn not
only a great deal about the workings of the US
State Department, but also about the political
and economic scenes in WA. "

A

Jordan receiving a certificate of excellence and a

recommendation letter from the Consul General, Ms
Robin McClellan.

SYDNEY I CAMPUS

END OF YEAR CELEBRATION
More than 150 parents and friends of the Sydney Campus recently
attended an enjoyable evening hosted by the University's Chancellor,
the Hon Justice Neville Owen and His Eminence Cardinal George Pell,
Cardinal Archbishop of Sydney.
The end of year cocktail function was the inaugural gathering of parents
and it was pleasi ng to see representation from all six academic schools:
Arts and Sciences, Business, Education, Law, Nursing, and Philosophy
and Theology.
A smartly attired group of Notre Dame student ambassadors served
drinks and canapes to the appreciative crowd and impressed all present

A UNDA Governor, Hon John Dunford; Campus Minister, Anthony Crook; Director of

with their friendly, efficient service.

Business and Development, Chris Ferris and UNDA Governor, Stephen Newton.

Justice Owen welcomed everyone and provided a succinct though
thought provoking speech on the history and Cathol ic ethos of the
University and its relevance in the community. The Vice Chancellor, Dr Peter
Tannock, complemented the speech by outlining the challenges facing
the University, especially its Sydney Campus, over the next couple of years.
Both expressed thanks to the parents for their support of Notre Dame in
this the foundation year of the Sydney Campus.

£

Parents, Ken and Maureen Barnes; Franca and Carmine Luongo being served by student

ambadassor, Massimo Luongo.

A Chief Executive Officer, Sydney Catholic Education Office, Brother Kelvin Canavan fms;
His Eminence, Card inal George Pell.

A Chancellor, Hon Justice Neville Owen; parents, Luis and Nanette Gonzalez and Rita Cran,
and Business Lecturer, Damian Gleeson.

UPDATE ON DEVELOPMENTS FOR SCHOOL OF LAW
The Legal Profession Admission Board has accredited two further Law degrees for the Sydney School of Law. The degrees are the Graduate Law degree
and the Juris Doctor degree.
The Graduate Law degree is a three year undergraduate degree (for those who have a prior degree in another discipline). The Juris Doctor is a
postgraduate Law qualification (again, for those with a degree in another discipline) which will be offered on the Sydney Campus at a later date.

SYDNEY
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CAMPUS

PRESTIGIOUS SYDNEY APPOINTMENT
School, Chicago, Illinois. In his most recent role at
John Marshall, just prior to coming to Australia,
he was Director of the Centre for International
Business and Trade and co-ordinated seven
Centres of Excellence for postgraduate research .
Professor McGovern's connection with Notre
Dame began in the mid 1990s. During
sabbatical leave, he came to Fremantle and
assisted Professor Mary McCamish on the plan
to establish and consolidate Notre Dame's Law
School on the Fremantle Campus.
Professor McGovern says he was attracted to
Notre Dame because of its focus on high quality,
ethically responsible and mission-focused
education.
.A

Professor Peter McGovern

Sydney's School of Law has been bolstered by
the appointment of the internationally
renowned Professor Peter J. McGovern as its
first resident Dean.
Professor McGovern brings a wea lth of
experience to Notre Dame, including the
distinction of being Dean of four American Law
Schools. His career has traversed the fields of
academia, military law, and government
legislature, and this international experience
augu rs well for his vision for undergraduate
and postgraduate legal studies at the Sydney
School of Law.
Born in New York, he was educated by the
Marist Brothers at high school. He studied 'The
Great Books of the Western World', for his arts
degree at the University of Notre Dame,
Indiana. He then completed a Juris Doctor [sic]
at Fordham University's School of Law in New
York, before working at the US Judge Advocate
General (JAG) for several years. Professor
McGovern says his time at JAG has been
rekindled by the popular television series.
Professor McGovern moved to Washington DC,
working as a Criminal Trial Lawyer in the
Department of Justice, before accepting his
first academic post at the School of Law,
Valparaiso University, Indiana, a private
university conducted by the Lutheran Church.
In the mid 1980s Professor McGovern
established, on behalf of the Augustian
Fathers, the first Catholic Law School in the
South-East of the United States. He
subsequently became foundation Dean at Saint
Thomas University School of Law, M iami,
Florida. He was also Dean at the University of
South Dakota, Vermi llion, South Dakota.
For 19 years Professor McGovern was one time
Professor and Dean at The John Marshall Law

The quietly spoken and modest professor wil l
bring a new perspective to legal education on
Australia's east coast.
"My commitment is to develop a solid reputation
for our undergraduate law degree and also to
develop unique postgraduate courses.
"I would like to see Notre Dame graduates making
a real contribution to the needs of the legal
profession. The focus on ethics and social justice as
they relate to the law are two differentiating
characteristics of Notre Dame's courses.
" I am grateful for the welcome from staff,
especially members of the Law School, which
has been led by Professor Mccomish and the
Assistant Dean, Nana Howard.
"I also wish to note that the confidence in the
establishment of the Sydney Law School and its
foundation staff has been demonstrated by the
prestige and reputation of members of the Law
Advisory Board."
Professor McGovern is active in the
International Bar Association in areas of
Cultural Property, Art Law, Mediation and
Arbitration. He also serves in several consulting
posts and mediates Domain Name issues. He
researches and lectures in the area of
International Business and the Sale of Art and
Cultural Property.

ACADEMIC SUCCESSES
CELEBRATED
Sydney celebrated a special Gaudeamus Mass
in August to honour the academic successes
of 30 foundation year students.
The event was held in the historic St
Benedict's Hall - a prominent venue for many
major events in the history of the Sydney
Church for more than 100 years. Guest of
honour, His Eminence, Cardinal Pell,
celebrated Mass and delivered a powerful
oration in front of more than 1 50 family
members and University staff.
The Cardinal addressed the community on the
relationsh ip between religion and academic
life. Cardinal Pell reflected on the chal lenges
Australia's Catholic youth face in harmonising
modern life and thei r Catholic tradition. He
expressed delight with the University's
progress in making a positive step towards
helping young Catholics enter adult life wh ile
maintaining a strong link to their faith.
Academic staff, proud parents and friends of
students, congratulated the high achievers.
Recognition of these students is a small
milestone in the process of promoting
Notre Dame's rising status as a missioncentred university.
The students had achieved outstanding
results in their first semester. "Academic
excellence is fundamenta l to the University's
mission and reputation. I am delighted t hat
our inaugural
students
have
been
recogn ised," said Peter Glasson, Deputy Vice
Chancellor, Sydney Campus.
Aher the Gaudeamus Mass the Vice Chancellor,
Dr Peter Tannock, presented certificates of
outstanding achievement to the 30 students.
The night concluded in an atmosphere of
celebration, community and anticipation of
many more such evenings to come.

Professor McGovern's wife, Catherine, has also
joi ned Notre Dame's Law faculty. Dr McGovern
holds a BA degree in Theatre Arts from Hunter
College, Park Avenue, New York; a Masters
degree in Theatre from the University of South
Dakota and a Doctorate in Education from the
University of South Dakota. She also holds a
J.D. and LLM in Intellectual Property from The
John Marshall Law School, Chicago, Illinois.
The University of Notre Dame Australia is
delighted to welcome Peter and Catherine
M cGovern to its Sydney Campus.

.A Education stud ent, Melissa Simeone receiving her

certificate from Vice Chancellor, Dr Peter Tannock.

ARTS & SCIENCES

NOTRE DAME STUDENTS IN NEW YOR K
In July a group of 22 students had the educational experience of
a lifetime living and studying in New York City for three weeks.
They were studying a special unit about the history and politics of
New York offered by the School of Arts & Sciences, Fremantle.
The unit was taught by Executive Dean of the College of Arts &
Sciences, Professor Simon Adams and Professor Jim Carroll of
Iona College (New York). The students stayed at New York
University in Lower Manhattan and also had the opport unity to
meet w ith

members of New York's political and civic

establishment.
In the words of Professor Adams:
"I've had tremendous feedback from students. Some described it
as not only their greatest academic experience, but as being a life
changing moment for t hem. I think university is about expanding
minds and horizons. I believe units like this play an essential role
in that."
Every morning t he students had a three-hour lecture and seminar,
followed in the afternoon by a th ree-hour walking-tour or visit to
a relevant museum. Students studied the rise of New York from

A Professor Simon Adams with st udents o n the steps o f th e Washing ton Federal Hall Monument

on Wall Street, New Yor k.

the time of the Indians to 9/1 1. Along the way they had
opportun ities to visit a Hasidic Jewish community, to walk the
streets of Harlem, t o ta lk to survivors of 9/11, to visit Ellis Island
and on one particularly tiring summer's day, to walk from Wall
Street across the Brooklyn Bridge.
"History and politics aren't just about book learning, but about
engagement. There is something truly wonderfu l about standing
at the Bowling Green where a statue of King George was toppled
in 1776 and knowing that t he American revolution started right
there. Connecting people with a living history is one of the most
exciting things you can ever do as a teacher," said Professor
Adams.
The st udents were specially chosen based on their previous
academic performance and personal attributes.
Student Iman Stubbs reflects, "To have t he opportunity to
experience New York like a New Yorker is something that every
tourist dreams of, but rarely gets the opportunity to do. We were
able to get private t ours of City Hall, One Police Plaza and other
'off limits' New York icons. To be living and learning in New York
was one of the best experiences of my life.
"I want to thank Simon and t he University for this experience.
Not only did I learn so much but I have made friends with whom
I will forever be able to share this incredible experience with."
Planning is currently underway to offer the unit again in July
2008. There is already a waiting list of students keen to join the
educational adventure!

Students at the Statue of Liberty.

•

ARTS & SCIENCES
STUDENT SCIENCE RESEARCH AT UNDA
The ultimate academic challenge all Notre

encouraged to develop ideas of their own,

as the Department of Environment and

Dame undergraduate Science students meet

which

Conservation, Rottnest Island Authority, WA

helps to generat e the necessary

during their final year of st udy is to comp lete a

commitment and enthusiasm required to excel.

Nat uralist Club, South East Regional Centre for

Directed Science Research (DSR) project. The

Consequently, the range of research projects

Urban Landcare and the Department of

DSR is the 'capstone' for many students'

undertaken is broad. In 2006 the DSR program

Fisheries. The benefit of fostering these

degree, tying in much of what t hey have learnt

has included the following topics:

and experienced during their course. With an
academic supervisor for guidance, each student

• Distribut ion of marine debris on WA beaches,

must navigate their way t hrough a semester

• Effects of soil amendments on plant growth,

long research project to demonstrate their

• Risk evaluation of rock fishing in South-

capacity to undertake scientific research. Until
t his point, students have been gradually
exposed to all parts of the scientific method,
but not usually wit hin the same project and
never with so much autonomy. For the first

presenting a comprehensive report (comparable

broadening the students' experience, increasing
the exposure of students to potential employers,
and developing the profile of the University.

Western Australia,
Patrick Toohey is currently studying the potential
• Wave radiation from storms in the
Southern Ocean,
• Characteristics of local aquifers that are used
to irrigate market gardens,

time, each student is responsible for an enti re
project, from developing a research question to

relat ionships extends beyond the supervisory
role and has proven to be invaluable for

• Marine pollut ion issues for Rottnest Island,
and

causes of poor health and unprecedented
death of grasstrees at the Mosman Park Golf
Course under the joint supervision of Dr Tim
Meagher and Dr Dylan Korczynskyj. The local
community have recently become concerned
for the health of this iconic species, and have
embraced Patrick's efforts to shed some light

to what they will experience when employed).

• Plant-fire ecology of the northern jarrah forest.

Before each semester starts, the academic

Given t he diversity of projects explored by our

revealed a range of issues for the husbandry of

Science staff compile a list of potential research

students, one of the biggest cha llenges for

grasstrees. He was su rprised to discover that

topics that are suitably challenging, and that

staff in the management of the DSR program is

grasstree

also contribute to the broader community: a

to ensure that each student receives the most

correlated with boring infestation by the larvae

on the problem. Patr ick's DSR work has

deterioration

wa s

consistently

process that helps to introduce current topics

appropriate supervision. With many projects,

of a beetle (family Cerambycidae). It is possible

for the academ ic staff to consider. While

additional student support has come from

that t he infestation is widespread through the

students may choose from this list they are

outside the University, from organisations such

metropolitan area's parks and golf courses . The
path-finding nature of Patrick's DSR, provides
the ideal starting block for the University to
work with the Town of Mosman Park towards
practical solutions to the current epidemic.
It is this type of experience t hat bridges the gap
between university and productive employment.
The DSR program substantially contributes to
the success of our students, transforming them
into confident and competent graduates.
•

Observing a diseased grass tree. Student, Patrick Toohey,
Dr Tim Meagher and Dr Dylan Korczynskyj

The focus of Science student Patrick Toohey·s research: an adult beetle
ready to emerge from its grasstree host following metamorphosis
from the larval form (the destructive eating phase). The tunnel tn
which the beetle is living is typical of the damage being inflicted on
the grasst rees at the Mosman Park Golf Course.
..,.

m

VALUABLE INDUSTRY EXPERIENCE FOR STUDENTS
Since its inception in 1996, the School of Business Internship
Program has been a vit al component in ensuring that a distinct
industry advantage is provided for undergraduate students.
The compulsory six-week Business Internship gives students the
opportunity to apply their theoretical skills and gain valuable
first-hand industry experience prior to graduation.
Internship co-ord inator Margaret Andrews explains: "Local
business organisations welcome the chance to gain the fresh
insight s and perspectives of students who are nearing
graduation, together with another pair of willing hands, in
return for providing an element of supervision and acting in the
capacity of a mentor. Business organisations have increasingly
recognised and appreciated the immense value gained through
hosting an internship. Many of our interns have been fortunate
enough to be retained by the organisation in either a full or
part-ti me capacity at the completion of their internship. For
these students, this has the added benefit of alleviating the
post-grad uation 'race for a job' situation ."
The onus, under the guidance of Margaret, is on the students
to be proactive in establishing the best placement that suits
their career aspi rations and their particular areas of interest. The
process of locating and gaining a placement with a host
organisation also seeks to replicate the process of being
prepared for and finding employment. Students are expected to
negotiate suitable duties for the duration of thei r internship and
encouraged to build their communicat ion and negotiat ion skills.
Apart from the obvious value for students from gaining
relevant workplace exposure during the internship placement,
of inestimable value to them is the chance to build professional
contacts and networks wit hin the industry of thei r choice .
Penni Towner is currently completing her degree and is
working as the Corporate Relat ions & Events Co-ordi nat or for
the Western Australian Ballet.
" I was really fortunate to have had an internship at Western
Australian (WA) A IDS Council. Because my career focus is
events, my time was spent working on StyleAID - Perth's top
fashion event, raising money for finding an AIDS cure in WA.
I was given quite a lot of responsibi lity wh ich meant I was not
only learning more about the events industry, but also
gaining other life skills. It also widened my contacts network
which part ly led to my job at West Australian Ballet because
we were worki ng quite closely with their marketing team at
the time."
Market ing and Public Relations student, Caitlin Pugh said,
"there were so many benefits from doing my internship. It
gave me confidence t hat my studies have been invaluable and
it is such a wonderful grounding for my worki ng career. "
•

Penni Towner w ith members of t he W estern Australian Ballet

Back Row: Iona Marques, David Jonathan, Marco Pagetti
Front Row: Jayne Cooper and Alessandra D'Arbe.

EDUCATION

CHRISTIAN SERVICE LEARNING PILOT
Camp, parish groups, and a range of schools.

enticed her to want to volunteer more often in

conjunction w ith Campus Ministry, conducted a

In

the future .

Christian Service Learning pilot program with 19

interacted and w orked with young people as

3rd year Education students during second

mentors, tutors, leaders and companions.

The School

of Education, Fremantle,

in

semester.

these

placements

students

mainly

The program will be extended.
third

year

Education

In 2007, all

students

will

be

Student evaluations were highly favourable.

encouraged to participate in 20 hours of
Christian Service Learning. The eventual aim is

Under the leadership of Campus Minister,

Students referred to the sense of satisfaction

Tom Gannon and School of Education Lecturer,

gained by voluntarily giving of themselves; they

Dr Shane Lavery,

remarked

for all

Education students to have t he

to

opportunity t o participate in a community

students to do 20 hours of volunteer work in

attitudinal change; they noted the value of

outreach program as part of their teacher

the community. Students attended an initial

being with people in different circumstances

training at Notre Dame.

preparatory

the program required

meeting,

a

mid-program

on

how service can

lead

from their own; and they stated that such

debriefing, and, on Friday 27 November were

placements were "fun and rewarding".

presented with their certificates of participation

student commented that the experience had

at an informal awa rds evening.

Immediately

One

•

Final reflection and certificate night

Staff and students participating in the lngural
Christian Service Learning Pilot Program.

prior to the presentation, students worked with
members of the Education and Study Abroad
staff to evaluate the program.
Dr Lavery explains, "The new program is very
much in line with the Objects of the University.
Christian Service Learning forms a core
Catholic value of outreach to others, evidenced
in Jesus' words: in so far as you did this to one

of the least of these brothers and sisters of
mine, you did it to me (Mt 25:40)."
Student

placements

included

St

Clare' s

Men toring Program - St Clare's Catholic
School, Activ Recreation - Ten Pin Bowling

A CHANCE TO 'UP-SKILL' FOR TEACHERS
2007 will see the introduction of two new courses to the School of

Professor Michael O'Neill, Dean of Education, Fremantle, is very pleased

Education,

with the introduction of the new courses.

Fremantle. The courses are targeted to assist experienced

teachers seeking to return to teaching or w ishing to change their
training background.
The Graduate Certificate in Education (Return to Teaching) offers Early

"For many reasons teachers who have been out of the classroom for a
great deal of time become anxious about returning. This is especially true
at a time where we are experiencing a great deal of reform in t he West

Childhood Education, Primary or Secondary trained teachers who have

Austra lian curriculum and when there has been so much debate about

been out of the work force for an extended period of time, or who are

the reform itself. This course will allow those teachers to return to the

new to the Western Australian education system the opportunity to 'up-

classroom with state-of-the-art knowledge and a renewed confidence.

skil l' in preparation for returning to the classroom. They are required to
undertake a cou rse of 5 units which concentrate on updating skills in
relation to curriculum, planning, teaching method and professional matters.

"With regard to the Master of Teaching Conversion, some teachers at a
certain point in their careers look for a completely different context and
challenge. This new course will provide secondary teachers who have always

The second course is the Master of Teaching Conversion. This course

thought their skills could be utilised in a primary context a new and excit ing

provides secondary t rained teachers with the background and practical

opportunity. We strongly feel it will be an enriching program utilising the

t raining necessary for working in the primary education sector. Students

teaching experience of the participants and helping to build bridges between

are trained within a strong supportive mentoring environment and

the primary and secondary school setting," Professor O'Neill said.

exposed to emergent learning tech nologies. The course includes a five
week practicum and offers study in all learning areas. There is also the
possibility of completing accreditation requirements to teaching Religious
Education in a Catholic school.

Enquiries about these new courses may be directed towards Chris
Hackett, co-ordinator, Conversion Courses for Bachelor of Education and
Master of Teaching on 08 9433 0 159 or chackett3@nd.edu.au.

HEALTH SCIENCES
PHYSIOTHERAPY GRADUATES ITS FIRST COHORT OF STUDENTS
2006 has been a significant year for the
University's physiotherapy program . In
September, the first cohort of students received
t heir final examination marks and letters of
completion of studies. 29 students completed
the four year Bachelor of Physiotherapy degree
with many eagerly snapped up by the
physiotherapy profession - even before
completion! They have obtained employment
in the public and private health sectors taking
up posit ions in metropolitan and country areas
as wel l as interstate.
November saw another important milestone
with t he progra m receiving official accreditation
from the Austral ian Physiotherapy Counci l
(APC). Chair of the Council, Emeritus Professor
Ruth Grant wrote, " I am very pleased to inform
you that the APC Directors have overwhelmingly
supported a recommendation from the
Accreditation Committee that Accreditation for
12 months be awarded to The University of
Notre Dame Bachelor of Physiotherapy and
Bachelor of Physiotherapy (Honours) program."

.a.

The Vice Chancellor, Dr Peter Tannock, praised
the Physiotherapy staff for their achievement.
He said the accreditation was the cu lmination
of many years of planning and work. He paid
special tribute to Professor Peter Hamer for his
outstanding contribution and leadership and
congratulated everyone who had been
involved.
As part of the three st age process of
accreditation of programs in physiotherapy, a
survey assessing the students' competencies
was conducted. Clinical facilities that provided
many of the clin ical placements during the
clinical education program (totalling in excess
of 1100 hours) reported overwhelming
admirat ion of the abilities and attributes of
the students.
An overview of these comments highlights high
levels of professionalism and comm unication
skil ls demonstrated by t he students; their
motivation and w illingness to be engaged in the
learning process; and as having a client-centred
approach to physiotherapy management.

Example comments included:
"Generating mature responsible students.
Good professional behaviour. Good attitude to
learning on the placements. Fit in well with staff."
"All t he students I have had here this year have
shown excellent clinical skills and coped well
with a varied caseload. Their professional
behaviour is a credit to the University."
"Students have presented extremely well both
clinically and personally on placement. In the
musculoskeletal area, they have demonstrated
skill levels at or well above entry-level
requirements with well integrated background
knowledge. Overall, all staff have been very
impressed w ith students."
This first cohort of st udents w ill graduate in
December.
Foundation
Professor
of
Physiotherapy, Elizabeth Henley wi ll be
attending the ceremony as well as significant
leaders in the profession who assisted the
development of the physiotherapy program at
Notre Dame .

Staff and students gathered i n Malloy Courtyard at the completion of t heir final exams.

REVIEW FOR BIOMEDICAL SCIENCE
The Biomedical Science program is the first cou rse to undergo a formal
review as part of the University's newly instit uted Course Review cycle. In

teaching and learn ing facilities. Recommendations from t he review will
provide the platform for the next stage of development of the Biomedical

the October break, a Review Panel comprising of members from The

Science prog ram. In the summation on the final day to the Provost,

University of Western Australia, Government and hospital pathology
services, a sen ior student of biomedical science and a Notre Dame staff

Prof essor Jennifer Nicol, t he Chai r of the Review Panel, Dr Ashley Murch,
praised the way the University had organised the review and thanked

member in Science held a series of meetings to audit the course.

staff and students for their commitment, frankness, and openness to the

The t hree day agenda included meetings wit h various focus groups

process. The University is waiting for t he final report to determine the

including teaching staff and current students as well as tours of t he

program's future direction.

HEALTH SCIENCES
EXERCISE SCIENCE STUDENT WINS PRESTIGIOUS MEMORIAL AWARD
Daneka O'Brien, final year Bachelor of Exercise
and Sport Science student, is the 2006 Heather

Australian Sports Medicine Conference in Fij i,

MacGowan Memorial Award recipient. This

in early October. In Daneka's words:

prestigious award is made to a young achiever
who embodies the spirit of service and
demonstrates the potential to make a great
contribution to sport and recreation in Western
Australia (WA).

enab led

me to

participate

in

my

first

international conference and I learnt so much
more active. Although I did not meet her,

MacGowan OAM, who succumbed to Motor

Heather sounds like an amazing woman and I

Neuron

hope I can live up to her example in my fut ure

Disease

in

2003.

She was

an

extraordinary woman who showed deep
commitment and contribution to sport and
recreation in WA over a long career. She was an
ed ucator, professional, com munity volunteer
and mentor to the young students and to
fel low colleagues at the Department of Sport
Oaneka O'Brien signing her scholarship offer.

" I am very fortunate to be selected for this
Award and I sincerely thank DSR. The award

about obesity and the intervent ions to get kids

The $2000 Award is in memory of Dr Heather

A

Daneka used her award to attend the 2006

career."
The formal presentation of the award by a
representative of the Department of Sport and
Recreat ion w ill be made at the School of Health
Sciences,

Fremantle

Graduation

Awards

Ceremony on December 10th.

and Recreation (DSR).

NEW IMPETUS FOR OUTDOOR EDUCATION
Opportunities to st udy outdoor education in Western Australia (WA) have
been boosted through the recent introduction of a specialized graduate
program in the School of Health Sciences, Fremantle. With industry and
educational input, t he program is designed to provide specialist study both
for teachers wishing to instruct in the soon-to-be-introduced tertiary
examination for the new outdoor education course and for environmental
science graduates to blend their work with outdoor tourism.
The course is modularized into a Graduate Certificate, Graduate Diploma
and Masters Degree spanning two years of study. It blends together
theory and practice relevant to designing wholistic experiences for
children and adults in the outdoor environment. Students learn outdoor
education theory and environmental science and ach ieve practical
competency in areas such as ropes, water activities or expeditions.
Research also forms a key element of the Masters year of study. Malcolm
Gilbey, Senior Lecturer and co-ordinator of outdoor educat ion and current
President of Outdoors WA has a passion for ensuring a new generation
of educators is trained for this important curriculum area in schools. He is
working on research into students' physical activity involvement on
outdoor experiences and is also currently developing a proposal for a
specialist undergraduate degree in outdoor recreation, something that is
not available in any university in Western Australia. The ann ual State
conference of Outdoors WA is being held on the Fremantle Campus on
December 11th.
" Developments in the field of recreation and the new course of study for
Years 11 and 12 are providing a welcome impetus to those of us working
in the field of outdoor education. Prospects for wel l qualified teachers and
graduates are looking better than ever. It is a very exciting t ime to be
closely involved in providing studies here at Notre Dame for postg raduates
and even more exciting to see the possibi lity of undergraduate studies
being available in 2008," said Malcolm.

•

Outdoor Education Camp 2006.

LI

BUSY SEMESTER FOR LAW STUDENTS ' SOCIETY AT FREMANTLE
As part of its aims and objectives, the Notre
Dame

Law

Students'

Society

(NDLSS)

endeavours t o support and further the law
program of the University by providing academic
and social support, and promoting social justice
and civic responsi bility amongst the members
and within the School of Law, Fremantle.
The society was very active in second semester
this year co-ord inating visiting speakers for law
firm, Minter Ellison's Lecture Series and coordinating the annual Ball sponsored by law
firm, Clayton Utz.
In October t he f irst of the lecture series was
presented. Newly appointed Chief Justice of
the Supreme Court of Western Australia (WA),
Wayne Martin, spoke to students on the
'Reform of the Justice System ' and about

.t.

Tom French with Professor Judith Fordham

making justice more efficient in WA.
He spoke of the alarming rate of Aboriginal
people going through the just ice system and the
rate (1 in 12) in prison; the media's involvement

technology would hopefully give lawyers equal

Tom

access to information and make the adversarial

research was an opportunity for insight into the

French said hearing about Judith's

process fairer.

justice system.

in justice in WA and how the current stories

Criminal

scientist,

" Judith's talk was a great success - it was good

about soft sentencing for violent crime are not

Associate Professor Judith Fordham was the

totally accurate. He suggested that the best way

second presenter for the series.

for us to get such an in-depth look into how a
jury works. We hope she'll come back next year

Professor Fordham is one of the first people in

is completed," said Tom.

to fight violent crime is not necessarily with
harsher sentencing. He expla ined t hat this had
been proven not to reduce violent crime as the
perpetrators usually re-offend.

barrister and

forensic

to give a second talk about her research once it
Australia to have been allowed to speak to
jurors about what happened in the jury room
for the purpose of research. Her research has

His Honour also spoke of the need for WA to

been focussed on how juries interpret and

upgrade its technology. He said that improved

evaluate the evidence presented to them in a trial.

Professor Fordham said it was an important
part of her work to inform students about the
research she is doing ·and the reasons behind it
so they can learn about juries through proper
evidence rather than speculation.
"These students are tomorrow's lawyers and
it's better they be informed by insights based
on

resea rch

tha n

by folklore and

pop

psychology, which is almost all we have had to
go on unt il now about Australian juries," said
Professor Fordham.
As in past years, the Ball was a great success.
NDLSS President, Madge Mukund reports:
" This year's Ball was arguably bigger and better
than ever. The highlight of the night was the
talented, dynamic, entertaining and tru ly
inspirational Ms Patti Chong, our guest for the
evening. Ms Chong is highly regarded in the
Perth legal community for her t ime as an
advocate working for the Director of Public
Prosecutions and the Corruption and Crime

.t.

NDLSS with the Chief Justice

Gu lshan Price, Ben Secrett, Ben Martin, Madge Mukund, Chief Justice Wayne Martin Emma Cullen, Tom French,
Rachael M ounsey, Catherine Mccomish, Noura Huneidi.

r,

Commission and in the wider community
as a colourful, generou s personality wh o
dedicates much of her time to charitable
causes and events."

MEDICINE

M EDICAL STUDENTS 'GO BUSH'

&

Medical students helping at La Grange Primary School's sports day, Bidyadanga Community.
Photo courtesy of Danii Patterson.

&

Medical student s Ann a Robson and Danii Patterson enjoying the f ive st ar accommodation!
Phot o courtesy of Dan ii Patterson.

As part of their degree, 2nd year medical
students spent 16 days in September visit ing
communities in Western Australia's Kimberley
and Pilbara regions.

Medicine student Katrina Heggie said her visit
to Mt Pierre, an Aborig inal station 100
kilomet res from Fitzroy Crossing, was
definit ely the highlight of the trip .

On returning from t heir trip, students held a
debate on whether their placements w ere of
benefit to the areas t hey visited . Teams argued
for and against the topic:

The aim of the trip was to give students the
opportu nity to interact with local communities
and health prof essionals to gain a deeper
understanding of remote health issues.

"Mt Pierre is incredible; everyone in the
community is so welcoming. It was great for
us to experience Aboriginal culture and
station life at the same t ime; it was a pretty
unique opportun ity. I would love to go up
again to work," said Katrina.

Taking medical students to Aboriginal
communities is 'medical tourism' and of no
benefit to the communities.

The School of Medicine has a mission that
graduate students will work in areas of unmet
need. The placement forms part of a four year
program to expose students to rural and
remote medicine and encourage them to
consider a career in t he field.
On arriving in the Kimberley, st udents were
bil let ed to pastora l stations, remote Aboriginal
communities and town based organisations
where they helped w ith day to day tasks.

Another student, Jonathan Chambers, said
the trip was inspiring and he would now
consider working in the Kimberley.
" I stayed in a station called Liveringa, near
Derby, for f ive days which was fantastic. I
would be keen to go back there, especially
since I got to experience how people in the
Kimberley live," said Jonathan.

The negative team, Bernie Cregan, Pal las
O'Hare and Annie Louise Ryan, won the
debate. They argued their visit to Aboriginal
communities taught t hem things " you
couldn't learn in a text book" and gave them
better understanding of Aboriginal cu lture
and the healthcare needed.
The debate was judged by Dr Neale Fong,
Director General for Health in Western
Australia, Professor Con M ichael, Chair of the
Medical Board of WA and Chair of the
External Advisory Board for Notre Dame's
School of Medicine and Mayor of Fremantle,
Mr Peter Tagliaferri. Mrs Rut h Webb-Smith,
Vice President of the Pastoralists and Graziers
Association and billet organiser also attended.
Mrs Webb-Smith said the whole concept
behind the trip was getting medical students
to look at the challenges of rural and remote
medicine whilst helping them understand the
issues of the area.

&

Vice President of the Pastoralists and Graziers Associatio n, Mrs Ruth W ebb-Smith, Director General for Healt h in WA,
Dr Neale Fong and debate w inners, Bernie Cregan, Pallas O'Hare and Ann ie Loui se Ryan wit h Th e University of We stern
Au st ral ia Dean of Medicine, Professor Ian Puddey and Chair of the Medical Board of WA, Professor Con Michael.

"The debate showed me that the students
really experienced what we wanted them to
realise they have had a life-time experience. I
now think taking them to the Kimberley will
have long term benefits to medicin e in the
North," said Mrs Webb-Smith.
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NURSING
NURSING STUDENTS GET QUALITY CLI NICAL EXPERIENC E
Notre Dame nursing students benefit greatly

One of Notre Dame's partnerships is with the

from the academic program which reflects

Fremantle Hospital. Mrs Ann Hobson is the

the University's Objects, the quality of

Staff Development Educator for Students
Placements.

teaching and the commitment of staff to
ensuring that content of the course reflects
current nursing best practice.

She explains: "Fremantle Hospital facilitates
the clinical experience for over 40 Notre

Fremantle students also benefit from the

Dame students per semester. The staff at

unique opportunity for them to undertake
approximately 13 weeks of clinical practicum

Fremantle Hospital are experienced at
supervising and supporting a large student

each year as part of the undergraduate

population . They believe that the only way

degree program. This valuable 'hands-on '
experience means that, on completion of

to encourage students is for them to enjoy
the clinical learning experience. Al l students

their degree, they will have undertaken

are given the opportunity to participate fully

nearly nine months of clinical experience
which is more than any other nursing

in caring for their patients.

undergraduate program in Western Australia .

hospitals to small country hospitals, from

year of attending the Emergency Room

neonatal care to aged care and from acute
care to community placements. As well as the

Course run by the hospital. This course gives
valuable experience in assessment skills and

traditional nursing places, some of the more

emergency management."

student even took a placement in Canada.
The model that the School of Nursing,
Fremantle uses to support the students when
they are on clinical practicum is one where

•

2nd Year Nursing student, Katherine Erkens with Fremantle
Hospital RN, Julia Thompson.

"Students are exposed to a great number of
at in-service sessions. The second and th ird
year students also have the opportunity each

industrial companies and prisons, and one

Equipment training for Broome nursing students, Jessica
Pope and Taryn Smith at Fremantle Hospital.

learning opportunities including attendance

The students spend time in a variety of
clin ical settings from large metropolitan

unusual placements are mine sites, large

•

Professor Selma Alliex, Dean of the School of
Nursing Fremantle acknowledged the value
of the clinical partnerships with healthcare
providers. "We are very grateful to all our
clinical partners whose support makes it
possible to implement our clinical model."

the agency involved nominates a mentor.
The student then works exactly the same
shifts as the mentor. This means they could be
working day or night shifts, so students rapidly
gain an understanding of the challenges of
managing life around shift work.
At the start of the practicum, the student is
more of an observer, but very quickly the
student starts to take over the care of
nominated patients with the support of the
mentor. By the end of the practicum the
mentor has more of an observer role and the
student is managing the workload . Not only
does this teach the student clinical skills, but
it also teaches the students how to manage
a busy workload, how to prioritise
competing demands and how to maintain a
calm and professional manner when dealing
with the patients and their families in
stressful situations.

•

Training in t he Clinical Nurse Emergency Department, Fremantle Hospital
Clinical Nurse, Ben Dalmolin with student< Meg Slinger, Manon Spronck and Jess Schoulten (simulated patient).

PHILOSOPHY & THEOLOGY

WHY PHILOSOPHY?
The unique character of Notre Dame is achieved in part through the
teaching of a Core Curriculum. All undergraduate students are required
to complete units in theology, philosophy and ethics.

These units

challenge students to immerse themselves in the search for wisdom that
characterises the great traditions of liberal education. They focus on the
enduring phi losophical and theological questions of western civilization.

Why Philosophy? Why should we care about Philosophy?
What does it have to do with my life? What is its relevance?
Dr lmbrosciano says, "In responding to t hese sorts of questions, I like to
adapt the words of Joseph Campbell from The Pow er of Myth:

My first response would be: go on, live your life, it's a good life

These questions include the meaning of life, death, suffering, and the

- you don't need Philosophy. I don't believe in being interested in

way to personal fulfillment.

a subject;ust because it's said to be important. I believe in being
caught by it somehow or other. But you may find that, w ith a

In turn, these overlap with questions

concern ing the existence of God, the nature of persons, relationships,
morality, and freedom and responsibility.
The philosophy unit has initially proven to be quite challenging for some
students but soon most are captivated.
. Students reflect:

proper introduction, philosophy will catch you... And once this
sub;ect catches you, there is such a feeling of information o f a
deep, rich, life-vivifying sort that you don't want to give it up.
"In my introductory lecture in PH 100 I tell students: "Philosophy is
ultimately about you. It is about where you stand on the big questions

2nd year history student, Tom Vanderveen: "Philosophy is a personal

about life. It helps you to develop this stance by examining the answers

trainer for your brain! Studying Ph ilosophy is providing students with

provided to these questions by some of greatest minds in history. And

perhaps the most important requirement for a rich, fulfilled and

your stance on these big questions will indeed influence your

rewarding life, that is the ability to think!

professional work. So the question is ultimately not about the relevance

Undergraduate major, Robert Andrews: "Philosophy teaches one of the
greatest principles a student can ever know and use throughout life: that
it's OK to doubt, criticise, and be cautious about what the world tells
them. In a world where conformity is so often expected without being
questioned, there is no greater skill a student can acquire."

of Philosophy, but whether YOU are relevant. Here at Notre Dame, we
believe that the answer to this question is an inherent "yes." So, by the
simplest reasoning: Philosophy is about you. You are relevant. So
Philosophy is relevant!"
Lecturer, Joseph Naimo adds:

Postgraduate student, Geoffrey Coad: "Philosophy is the soul that gives

"Philosophy is a way of life. The study of Philosophy may entail the

form to al l worldly things. It is important because only through

exploration of a concept, an idea, or its composer whose many ideas

Phi losophy can we attain complete understanding."

express an interpretation of one or many aspects of life. Philosophy is

Philosophy lecturer, Dr Anthony lmbrosciano, regularly puts the following
question to his classes:

-"

greater than a perspective upon which it stands, however, as the abstract
point of view. Philosophy is what engages the vie_
w into action, reflection
and attention ."

The Philosophers - Lecturers. Dr Anthony lmbrosciano, Mr Philip M atthew s. Dr Joseph Naimo and Dr Glenn M orrison.

STUDENT I SERVICES

WALKING, RUNNING, SHAKING BUCKETS AND FIRST A ID
supportin g WA Community events during

Students also ra llied to assist at an attempt to
break the Guinness World Record Challenge

second semester.

for the most people to walk at one time.

Students on the Fremantle Campus were busy

Perth's annual City to Surf saw not only a
number of Notre Dame teams entering the
race but over 70 staff and students volunteered
to help out on the day.
Physiotherapy

students

assessment and

helped

provide

management of injuries

susta ined during t he race in conjunction with
Sports Medicine Australia. Several other Notre
Dame students assisted the Sports Medicine
Cover using the Sports Trainer's certificate
gained through their enrolment in Bachelor of
Exercise and Sports Science.
"These students had a very important role in
the event", said Head of Physiotherapy and

The event coincided with 'Be Active WA' day
and was an initiative by the West Austra lian
Premier's Physical Activity Taskforce to encourage
people to be more active. Students joined over
250 people including the Mayor of Fremantle,
Peter Tagliaferri and Special Education students
from Corpus Christi Cat holic College who also
joined the walk after attending their weekly
physical activity session with 3rd year Health
and Physical Education students.
"All up we had 74 participants from UNDA join
the walk," said Associate Dean of Health
Sciences, Beth Hands. " It was great to see the
University out there promoting physical activity

As part of the Education Student Association's
outreach program, Education students rallied
to help out with the St Vincent de Paul Annual
Street Appeal. Volunteers shook buckets
around t he Fremantle Campus, with all funds
raised going directly to providing emergency
relief support to individuals and famil ies in
need of financial and material assist ance.
Education Student Association member, Juliette
Cirillo, said the day was very successful and all
t he students enjoyed being involved in the event.
"The

Notre

Dame

community

is

really

generous, we didn't even have to ask people to
donate, everyone was prepared to put their
hands in their pockets - it was really great to
see," said Juliette.

and getting involved."

team supervisor, Professor Peter Hamer. " They
often provided the first contact with injured
runners at the end of the race and assisted
them t o the Medical Rooms."

ii,.

Runner Kelly McGinnity enjoying some assistance from
fellow physiotherapy student Sara Hasani.

ii,.

Mayor of Fremantle, Peter Tagliaferri, with t he Notre Dame walking team.

STUDENTS EXCEL AT 2006 NATIONAL UNIVERSITY GAMES

[

23 athletes from Fremantle Campus competed at the Australian

fantastic efforts at t he competition and the individual athletes were

University Games (AUG) held in Adelaide in September.

nothing short of superb.

The University was represented by two teams; Rugby l's and Mixed

Rock climber Luke O'Donohoe dominated the intermediate category to

Netball and by two individual ath let es; Rock Climber, Luke O'Donohoe

win gold in the speed climb and the on-sight climb, earning him gold

and Decathlete, Chris Johnson.

overall in t he Intermediate Division.

The Rugby team won all seven of their pool matches, ending in a finals

"The gold in the speed climb was special for Luke, he defeated every

clash with Queensland University of Technology (OUT). Though OUT won

competitor in the knockout competition, including t he adva nced

the match 31-14, the second place achieved by Notre Dame was the

climbers," said Dave.

highest ever by a Western Australian university in this event and three

Decathlete Chris Johnson also dominated the decathlon finishing on 6992

Notre Dame students made the Green and Gold representative team .

points winning the gold medal in convincing fashion. Chris's nearest rival was

Fremantle Campus Student Life Office Manager, Dave McLean said that

on 6195 points, and his strength across all disciplines was a highlight of the

all of the Notre Dame athletes are to be congratulated for their

competition. He hopes to compete at the World University Games in 2007.

,

Anne Rosser

Michael Garkaklis

Marsha Jacobs

Bachelor of Nursing 2005

Bachelor of Science
Environmental Management 2005

Bachelor of Laws (Honours)/
Bachelor of Arts 2003

On graduating from Notre Dame with a
Bachelor of Nursing in December 2005,

Prior to my graduation in 2005 there was extensive

I gained employment in a graduate
program at The Alfred Hospital in

discussion between students about the perceived
limited opportunities available for science graduates. I

Melbourne in the Emergency and

was somewhat apprehensive but knew that with the
quality of education, support and direction I had

Trauma Centre.
All of my life I wanted to work in a
profession where I could help those
who were less fortunate than myself.
By being a nurse, I am able to make a
'difference' to people I meet and care
for, whether it is small or large.
The Alfred is the major trauma centre
of Victoria, receiving a large number of
patients who have been involved in
maj or t rauma such as motor and
industrial accidents and patients with
major burns.

My role as a graduate nurse is to provide
care for a vast range of patients, from
those with simple injuries such as cuts
and grazes, to those with multiple
medical and psychiatric problems. There
have been so many skills that I have
been able to apply to my job that I
gained whilst at Notre Dame. This not
only includes the clinical skills that I
learnt, but also the importance of
providing a holistic approach to my
patients and their relatives.
Working at the Alfred has provided me
with so many learning opportunities,
and within 10 months I feel like a true
'emergency nurse', where I am quickly
becoming a jack of all trades!

I moved to Perth from Melbourne and started

received at Notre Dame I cou ld confidently approach
any employer. Within weeks of completing my degree
I was successful in obtaining a three month contract
with Newcrest Mining Limited at the Telfer Project as

university not knowing anyone in Western
Australia (WA). This rapidly changed, and five
years went by very quickly. My time at Notre
Dame was really memorable, and Fremantle is
really just a fantastic place to go to uni.
I graduated from Notre Dame in 2003 with a
double degree, achieving honours in Law and
majoring in Philosophy and History in Arts.

an Environmental Scientist.

After graduating I made the decision not to

In the weeks leading up to the completion of my

enter legal practice and after several mont hs of
wondering if I had made the right decision, not

contract with Newcrest Mining Ltd I was approached
by a contracting company called Pilbara Logistics. The
company offered me a position as the Health Safety
and Environment supervisor which I accepted.
As a Health Safety and Environmental Safety Manager,
it is my duty to oversee operations of Pilbara Logistics
at Telfer Gold Mine. I liaise closely with two supervisors.
one who controls infrastructure works and the other
health, safety, environment and training aspects for
Pilbara Logistics. My position also encompasses
reporting to Newcrest to ensure all work undertaken at
the mine site is in line with policies, standards and
management plans. I am currently completing a
Graduate Diploma in HSE, and in recent months I have
been fortunate to be appointed as the site manager for
the company.
In hindsight my current position is where I had set my
goals to be in five years, but by having the solid
foundation gained by my years at Notre Dame and
trust and support from my manager I have the utmost
confidence I have chosen the right career path . As the

applying for articles, I got a position as a
business journalist, with WA Business News. It
proved to be everything that I wanted in a job
and I achieved industry success by winn ing t he

Best Newcomer Award at the WA Media
Awards in 2005.
After two years with Business News, I was
offered a position in t he Perth Bureau with the
Australian Financial Review. It was the right

time for me to make the move.
Working for a national daily paper out of WA,
where there is so much happening is just really
exciting.

I get to meet incredibly interesting

people every day and get to know some of the
real decision makers in business. In very few
other jobs can you get away with asking
irritating questions all the time, and still have
people return your calls!
I think a law degree is an ideal background for

Health Safety and Environmental Manager I am able to

business writing, and I use the skills I was
taught at university all the time . I know that

continually upgrade my skills and look forward to a
long and prosperous career in the Mining industry.

of difference.

both my employers have seen it as a real point

